The Third Arab-Israeli War
fact, was anxious to avoid any new involvement in the Middle
East specially in view of her preoccupation with Vietnam. But
according to some informed observers, she failed to recognize
how much her own military actions in Vietnam had promoted
militancy in the Middle East.57 In addition, U.S. action in dis-
continuing—a few months before the outbreak of the June
1967 conflict—the sale of surplus wheat to Egypt which she
needed desperately, resulted in a marked deterioration in Ame-
rican-Egyptian relations and impelled Nasser to take a stronger
anti-Western and anti-Israeli stand,58 thereby aggravating an
already tense situation in the Middle East.
the Six day war
The Israelis saw in the blockade of the Gulf of Aqaba and
the closing of the Straits of Tiran an act of war, and dared
alone in the face of Soviet threats59 to enter into open hostilities
G7The former French President, Charles de Gaulle, was one of those
who beEeved tfcat the war in Vietnam had been a contributory factor 5n
the Arab-Israeli war. As he said: "How can you expect well-armed small
powers to refrain from being tempted to settle their affairs by force of
arms if the entire world remains indifferent year after year to the spec-
tacle of a huge country bombing a small one to smithereens?" New York
Times, Weekly Review, 2 July 1967, p. 4.
58	Summary of World Broadcasts, Pt. 4, ME/24767A/1, 25 May 1967.
59	In a note handed to the Israeli Ambassador in Moscow after the
outbreak of war, Russia warned that **unless Israel immediately halts its
military actions, the Soviet Union will adopt sanctions against Israel, with
all the consequences flowing therefrom." These threats caused consider-
able apprehensions in Israel.    Some sort of Soviet action against Israel
was half expected.   But in contrast to the aftermath of the Suez Crisis of
1956, when Soviet threats had been largely instrumental in obtaining an
Israeli withdrawal, this time   Israel   decided to ignore them.    And the
Russian threats proved to be hollow.   For they had no means of carrying
them out without risking confrontation with the United States.   And this
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